THE MIDDLE YEARS
troversy, and rising out of that, journalistic and
political activity* My study of the fictitious ancient
Slav culture became a study of the whole cultural
life of my own time. Then the magazine Time was
founded without any activity on my part, and there
was the fuss about Schauer. These conflicts and
polemics really drew me into active politics. I recog-
nized our mistakes, the low standard of our jour-
nalism and public opinion, but I found decent and
fine people as well. It was even good for me that,
often against my will and sometimes from sheer
stupidity, I roused such fury and hostility. At the
time I said to myself: "You deserve it all for getting
yourself mixed up in such things!" But to-day I see
that even by arousing such hatred one becomes
famous and respected. The hatred passes, but one's
name remains in people's heads. Even to-day I still
say this to those who have to defend themselves on
all sides.
We formed a little group of professors: Kaizl,
Kramaf, to a certain extent Heyrovsky and Rezek,
and they even said Goll was one of us. But that was
not true. We had nothing that you could call a
political programme; it was more that we held
together as a generation. We wanted to improve the
state of things, to reform the Press and the Univer-
sity; we were for a positive and active policy, a
general direction rather than a clear-cut programme,
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